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S I R: 

In response to the Election/Restriction Requirement mailed July 26, 2006, 
Applicants submit the following Response. 

In the Election/Restriction Requirement, it was alleged that the Application 
contains inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked to form a single 
general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 . Further, it was alleged that the claims 
lacked unity of the invention under PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2, alleging that the 
compounds defined in the claims lacked a significant structural element qualifying as a 
special technical feature that defines a contribution over the art. To support this 
assertion, the compounds claimed were alleged to contain a compound which was not 
seen to contribute over the prior art compound of U.S. Patent No. 2,604,489, which 
discloses compounds of the formula 
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Contrary to the Examiner's assertion, the compounds recited in claim 25 of 

Formula (I) 




are novel and non-obvious, thereby establishing a special technical feature over the 
prior art, which links all claims in the present application, and, thereby, establishes unity 
of invention in accordance with PCT Rules 13.1 and 13.2, as implemented in U.S. claim 
practice as 37 C.F.R. § 1.499. 

The claimed compounds of Formula (I) are distinguishable from the compounds 
of U.S. Patent No. 2,604,489 in that the present compounds of Formula (I) include Rf, 
which is a radical carrying a perfluoromethylene group, which is in no way taught or 
suggested by the compounds of U.S. Patent No. 2,604,489. Further, the compounds of 
U.S. Patent No. 2,604,489 fail to teach or suggest a compound comprising a glycerol 
ester having a pKa value in water of at most 8. 

Finally, it is respectfully submitted that the Examiner is mistaken by alleging the 
claimed compounds of 



Formula (I) 




encompasses a nitrile or acetate. Nowhere in the present specification does *F 
encompass nitrile. ¥ is defined as being an electron-withdrawing group, such that 

2 

21 4LT:2031 2:36040: 1 ALEXANDRIA 



^-OH is an acid with a pKa value in water of at most 8. In a preferred embodiment, SP is 
an acyl group. 

Based on the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit that upon a complete and 
thorough review of U.S. Patent No. 2,604,489 and the present specification, the 
Examiner will find that the compound of Formula (I) is novel and, thus, represents a 
special technical feature defining over the prior art which links all claims in the present 
application, where claims 25-35 correspond to a novel compound and claims 36-48 are 
drawn to a method for preparing the compounds of Formula (I). Therefore, in 
accordance with PCT Rule 13.1, all claims should be examined in the present 
application as being drawn to a novel class of compounds and to a method of preparing 
the novel compounds. 

Finally, notwithstanding the foregoing, and in order to fulfill the requirements of 
the Election Requirement, Applicants respectfully elect claims 25-35 with traverse, 
where Rf is a radical carrying a perfluoromethylene group, which provides the link to the 
remainder of the molecule; 

Ri and R 3 represent hydrogen; and 

Y is an electron-withdrawing group such that ^-OH is an acid with a pKa in water 
of at most 8. 
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Respectfully submitted 
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